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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Thurston County Planning Commission 

FROM: Maya Teeple, Senior Planner 

DATE: February 5, 2020 

SUBJECT: Comprehensive Plan Update: Mineral Lands Update Stakeholder Group  

 

History of the Mineral Lands Update 

In updating Thurston County’s Mineral Resource Lands designation map, policy, and code language, 

Thurston County Community Planning convened a stakeholder group of interested parties. Between 

April 2017 and October 2018 the mineral lands stakeholder group met 9 times to discuss several 

aspects related to the mineral lands update: 

 Inventory and classification including information about quantity and quality of resources 

 Options regarding the scope of designation and designation criteria 

 Goals, objectives and policies related to mineral resources 

 Chapter 3 background information for mineral resource lands 

 Defining public parks and preserves  

 Current permit processes and proposed Thurston County code changes 

 

Through the hard work of the stakeholder group, Planning Commission, Board of County 

Commissioners, and other County Departments, the January 22, 2020 proposed options were 

developed. It should be noted that the role of the mineral lands stakeholder group was to engage the 

public and major interested parties related to mineral lands early and often throughout the public 

process, to serve as a sounding board, to stimulate discussion, and to develop alternative options. The 

2017-2020 mineral lands stakeholder group was not a voting or consensus-based body. The following 

interest groups were regularly corresponded with regarding the mineral lands stakeholder meetings: 

 Tribal 

 Environment 

 Water Resources 

 Agriculture 

 Industry Representatives 

 Realtors 

 Cities of Tumwater, Olympia, Lacey, Yelm, Rainier, and Tenino 

 Washington DOT 

 Washington DNR 

 Interested Citizens 
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